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MC JQ4, MEDIA HISTORY AND POLITICS 


Autumn Term 1997-98. 


Lecturer: James Curran. 


COURSE OUTLINE. 


This course is about the history of the British media since the mid eighteenth century to the 
present day, concluding with a brief introduction to the politics of the media. By the end of it, 
you should be able to answer four sets of questions : 


1. How did the media change between 1750 and now ? What changes occurred in its 
organisation and content ? How did its relationship to the state, and to different 
groups in society, evolve ? How did its role in society change over time ? 

2. Why did the media change ? Were changes in the media brought about by 
changes in its ownership, production methods, personnel, internal 
organisation and market structures of the media ? Or were they the result, 
mainly, of wider changes in the economy, culture and politics of society ? How do 
these two things - external changes in society and internal changes within the 
media - interrelate ? 

3. What were the wider consequences of changes in the media ? Did the evolution of 
the media contribute to the democratisation of society or the continued 
subordination of the general public ? Did the media give people what they wanted 
or deny them real choice ? In what ways did the media contribute to wider 
changes in British society ? 

4. What are the main issues involved in evaluating current British media policy ? 
What are the main areas of debate ? Should media policy change ? How are the 
media changing ? 


| COURSE ORGANISATION 


The course consists of weekly lectures at 9.00 am ( starting promptly ), followed by 
seminars. You will find your seminar group on the Media and Communications Department 
noticeboard. 


| SEMINARS 


The question posed in relation to seminars are only indicative, not prescriptive. However, at 
the beginning of each seminar, there will be a space for you to raise any question you wish 
in relation to the subject covered by the lecture. 

To get the best out of seminars, you should read thoroughly the seminar reading and think 
about it beforehand. It is also important that every one feels free to contribute to the seminar 
discussion, and does so. 
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[ SUGGESTED READING. 

The reading list may seem dauntingly long, but you are not expected to read all of it. 
Alternative reading is provided, partly in order to provide a choice when lots of people are 
seeking the same books at the same time. Media history is not like other branches of 
communications studies, in that a significant number of key books are out of print. It is not 
now possible, unfortunately, to buy multiple copies of these. This means that you should 
start your reading early and be aware of the existence of libraries in addition to Goldsmiths. 
For all media history, see also the Senate House Library ( Malet Street ); for twentieth 
century film and broadcasting history, see also the British Film Institute Library ( limited day 
pass available from the Communications Department office ), and for T V history, the 
Independent Television Commission Library ( student card needed ). You should also check 
out your local public library, which is often suprisingly good for general histories of modern 
Britain. 

Although long, this list is actually only a hand-picked selection of relevant books and essays. 
A fuller bibliography is provided in the fourth edition of J. Curran and J. Seaton, Power 
without Responsibility , the set book for the course. You should not hesitate to wander 
outside this reading list, if you are so minded. 

Course reading should take place throughout the course, for seminars, your course essay 
and the notoriously tough, end of term exam. 


COURSE PROGRAMME 


1 Session 1 : October 1 


Lecture 1 : Media and the Monarchy : A Case Study Introduction to Media 
History. 

Why were the media critical of the monarchy in the early part of Queen Victoria’s reign, and 
uncritical enthusiasts by the end? What happened in the media, the monarchy and society to 
account for this change? How did the monarchy consolidate its media love affair in the 
twentieth century, and why did it all go wrong? What does this case study reveal about the 
relationship between the media and historical change? 

Seminar 1 Topic : Media and Monarchy. 

The lecture will deliberately leave unresolved why the royal family was exposed to such 
strong media criticism in the 1990’s. It is for you to advance collectively a fuller explanation; 
and then to consider the implications of weakening media support for the monarchy. 

Seminar Reading. 

B. Pimlott, The Queen . Chapter 23 
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[ Session 2 : October 8. 

Lecture 2 : The Rise of an Independent Press 1750 - 1850. 

Seminar 2 : 

1 Why did the old system of control of the press based on coercive laws, press taxes, news 
management and ideological dominance break down?^What changes in society and the 
press took place that contributed to this loss of control?3what form did the new independent 
journalism take?^What influence did this new journalism have on British politics? 

Seminar Reading : 

Ivon Asquith, The Structure, Ownership and Control of the Press, 1780 - 1855’ in G. Boyce, 
J. Curran and P. Wingate (eds), Newspaper History , pp. 98-116. 

See also course book ( J. Curran and J. Seaton, Power Without Responsibility . 5th 
edition) Chapter 2. 


Session 3 : October 15 _ 

Lecture 3 : Consolidation of Capitalist Press 1850 - 1918. 

Seminar 3 : Press Censorship 

How was press censorship exercised and evaded during World War 1? What were the 
arguments for and against wartime censorship? Was press censorship justified, and if so, in 
what way? Was the state the only source of ‘censorship’? 

Seminar Reading : 

Philip Knightley, The Last War 1914-1918’, from his First Casualty , pp. 80-112. 

Course Book Reading ( covering lecture ): Chapters 3 and 4. 


Session 4 : October 22 _ 

Lecture 4 : The Rise of the Mass Cinema and Press, 1918 ■ 1939. 

Seminar 4 : 

What does Grade Fields’ rise tell us about the British film industry and about the British 
public, between the Wars? Why did the British film industry fail to compete successfully 
against Hollywood? In what ways were British films and newspapers similar and dissimilar 
during this period? 

Seminar Reading : 

Jeffrey Richards, ‘Grade Field : Consensus Personified’, from his The Age of the Dream 
Palace , pp. 169 - 190. 

Course Book Reading ( covering the lecture ): Chapter 5. 
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Session 5 : October 29 _ 

Lecture 5 : Broadcasting between the Wars. 

Seminar 5 : The Rise of the BBC. 

Why was the BBC set up? What were the ideas shaping it? How did the BBC change during 
the 1920’s and 1930’s? Did the BBC ‘serve the nation’ or not? Would Britain have been 
better off having commercial radio instead? 

Seminar Reading; 

Paddy Scannell and David Cardiff, ‘Serving the Nation : Public Service Broadcasting Before 
the War’ from B. Waites, T. Bennett and G. Martin (eds), Popular Culture : Past and Present . 

pp. 161 -188. 

Course Book reading : Chapter 8 


| Week 6 : November 3 - 7 - Monitoring Week. 


| Session 6 : November 12 

Lecture 6 : Media in World War Two. 

Seminar 6 : The Press in World War Two. 

How did the Daily Mirror change during the 1940’s? What changes in society and the press 
did the paper’s transformation reflect? How is today’s Daily Mirror different from that in the 
1940’s? Can newspapers really ‘ventriloquise’ the thoughts of their readers? Do newspapers 
have a distinctive ‘voice’? 

Seminar Reading : 

A.C.H Smith, ‘Mirror, 1937 - 1945’, from his Paper Voices , pp. 62 - 85. 

Course Book Reading : Chapters 6, 9 and 10. 


Session 7 : November 19 
Lecture 7 : Rise of Television. 

Seminar 7 : 


How did television crime series change from the days of Dixon of Dock Green? How have 
they continued to change in the more recent period? How do you account for this change? 
What is implicit in their portrayals? To what extent do they articulate competing or opposed 
perspectives? 

X 

Seminar Reading : 

Alan .Clarke You’re Nicked!” : Television Police Series and the Fictional Representation of 
Law and Order’ in Dominic Strinati and Stephen Wagg (eds), Come on Down? , pp. 232 - 
253. 

Course Book Reading : Chapters 11 -15. 

[ 
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Session 8 : November 26 _ 

Lecture 8 : Decline of the Cinema and Press. 

Seminar 8 : 

What do the ‘Carry On’ films reveal about the time they were made? Why were they 
popular? How have representations of men and women changed? Why? 

Seminar Reading : 

Marion Jordan, ‘Carry On.Follow That Stereotype’, from J. Curran and V. Porter 

(eds), British Cinema History , pp. 312 - 327. 

Course Book Reading : Chapter 7. 


| Session 9 : December 3 __ 

Lecture 9 : Media Policy : An Introduction. 

Seminar 9 : 

What are the strengths and weaknesses of the social market libertarian case presented by 
Samuel Brittan? How does it compare to free market, public service, socialist and social 
responsibility approaches? Which is best? 

Seminar Reading : 

Samuel Brittan, The Case for the Consumer Market’ in C. Veljanovski (ed) Freedom in 
Broadcasting . p.25ff. 

Course Book Reading : Chapters 20 - 22. 


Session 10 : December 10 
Lecture 10 : Politics of the Media 

Course Retrospect 


ESSAY QUESTIONS _| 

Answer ONE of the following questions ; 

What was the relationship between changes in the media and changes in Britain? Discuss 
with reference to the period 1800 - 1900 OR 1900 - 1996. 

OR 

How has the relationship between the mass media and the public changed during the course 
of the twentieth century? 

OR 

In what ways has the state sought to control the media in Britain during the course of the 
twentieth century and how successful have such attempts been? 

OR 

Should the British mass media be reformed? 

NOTE : your essay can be restricted to one medium if you wish. 

Your essay (1,500 - 2,000 words) needs to be handed in not later than 12.00 

pm on November 12. 
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Further Reading 


I. Media , History and Politics : General 

J. Blumer & M. Gurevitch, The Crisis of Public Communication 

Susan Carruthers, “ Manning the Factories”: Propaganda and Policy in the Employment of 
Women 1939 - 1947’, History . 75, 242, 1990. 

John Comer (ed), Documentary and the Mass Media. 

* J. Curran and J. Seaton, Power Without Responsibility . 

J. Curran, A. Smith and P. Wingate (eds), Impacts and Influences . 

D.L. LeMahieu, A Culture for Democracy. 

Brian McNair, News and Journalism in the UK . 2nd Edition. 

John MacKenzie, Propaganda and Empire . 

John MacKenzie (ed), Popular Culture and Imperialism . 

John Keane, Media and Democracy . 

Ralph Negrine, Politics and the Mass Media . 2nd edition. 

* Colin Seymour-Ure, Broadcasting and the Press since 1945. . 2nd Edition. 

Bernard Waites et al (eds ), Popular Culture : Past and Present . 

Ken Ward, Mass Communication and the Modern World . 

Raymond Williams, The Long Revolution . 


2. Broadcasting History 

S. Barnett & A. Curry, The Battle for the BBC . 

Peter Black, The Mirror in the Corner . 

G. Brandt (ed), British Television Drama . 

Asa Briggs, The BBC : The First Fifty Years . 

A. Briggs, History of Broadcasting in the UK . Vols 1 to 5. 

T. Burns, The BBC : Public Institution and Private World. 

David Cardiff, The Serious and the Popular: Aspects of the Evolution of Style in the Radio 
Talk, 1929 - 1939’ Media. Culture and Society . 1980. 

Robert Chapman, Selling the Sixties . 

Michael Cockerell, Live from No 10 . 

J. Corner, Television Form and Public Address. 

N.J. Cull, ‘Radio Propaganda and the Art of Understatement : British broadcasting and 
American neutrality 1939 - 41’ Historical Journal of Film. Radio and Television Vol 13, No 4, 
1993. 

S. Frith, The Pleasure of the Hearth’ in Formations of Pleasure . 

Glasgow University Media Group, Bad News . 

Stuart Hood, On Television . 

Stephen Lambert, Channel Four BFI. 

Peter Lewis, The Invisible Medium . 

Sonia Livingstone and Peter Lunt, Talk on Television. 

W. McDowell, History of BBC Broadcasting in Scotland. 1923 - 83. 

Jeremy Potter, Independent Television in Britain Vols 3 and 4. 

Paddy Scanned, The Social Eye of Television 1946 - 1955’ Media. Culture and Society , 
1989. 

Paddy Scanned, ‘Public Service Broadcasting and Modern Public Life’, Media Culture and 
Society . 11,2, 1989. 

Paddy Scanned, ‘Public Service Broadcasting : History of a Concept’, in Andrew Goodwin 
and Garry Whannell (eds) Understanding Television . 

* Paddy Scanned and David Cardiff. Social History of Broadcasting Vol 1. 

Bernard Sendall, Independent Television in Britain Vols 1 and 2. 

P. Schlesinger, G. Murdock and P. Elliott, Televising Terrorism 

Howard Smith, “‘Apartheid, Sharpeville and Impartiality” : The Reporting of South Africa on 
BBC Television 1948- 1961’, Historical Journal of Film. Radio and Television . 13, 3, 1993. 
Justin Smith, The Struggle for the Control of the Airwaves : The Atlee Governments, the 
BBC and Industrial Unrest, 1945 - 51’ in T. Gorst et al (eds), Post-war Britain 1945 - 1965. 
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Cinema History 


Auty and Roddick (eds), British Cinema Now . 1985. 

* Charles Barr (ed), AII Our Yesterdays . 

Charles Barr, Ealing Studios . 

James Curran and Vincent Porter (eds), British Cinema History (includes extensive 
bibliography). 

Margaret Dickinson and Sarah Street, Cinema and the State . 

A. Higson, Waving the Flag. 

John Hill, Sex. Class and Realism : British Cinema 1956 - 63. 

Rachel Low, The History of the British Film 1918 - 1929 Aden and Unwin, 1971. 

Kobena Mercer (ed), Black Cinema / British Cinema . 

Robert Murphy, Realism and Tinsel: Cinema and Society in Britain 1939 - 48 . 

Robert Murphy, Sixties British Cinema. 

James Park, Learning to Dream : The New British Cinema . 

George Perry, The Great British Picture Show . 

Vincent Porter, On Cinema . 

Nicholas Pronay and Spring (eds ), Propaganda, Politics, and Film 1918 - 1945 . 

Jeffrey Richards, The Age of the Dream Palace. 

Jeffrey Richards, ‘Cinemagoing in Worktown’ Historical Journal of Film. Radio and Television 
Vol 14, No 2, 1994. 

Richards and Sheridan, Mass Observation at the Movies RKP 1987 . 

James Robertson, Hidden Cinema : British Film Censorship in Action 1913 - 72 . 

Tom Ryall, Alfred Hitchcock and the British Cinema . 

John Sedgewick, The Market for Feature Films in Britain, 1934 : a viable national cinema’ 
Historical Journal of Film. Radio and Television . Vol 14, No 1, 1994. 

S. Shafer, British Popular Films 1929 - 1939. 

Sarah Street, The Hays Office and the defence of the British market in the 1930’s Historical 
Journal of Film. Radio and Television . Vol 5, No 1, 1985. 

Sarah Street, British National Cinema . 

K.R.M Short, (ed), Feature Film as History . 

Kristin Thompson, Exporting Entertainment: America in the World Film Market 1907 - 1934 . 


4. Press and Publishing History 

R.D. Altick, English Common Reader . 

A. Aspinall, Politics and the Press. 1780 - 1850 . 

J. Black, The English Press in the Eighteenth Century. 

* George Boyce et al (eds), Newspaper History . 

Laurel Brake et al (eds), Investigating Victorian Journalism . 1990. 

Lucy Brown, Victorian News and Newspapers . 

R. Cockett, Twilight of Truth. 

G.A. Cranfield, Press and Society . 

Kirsten Drotner, English Children and their Magazines. 1751 - 1945 . 

Matthew Engel, Tickle the Public . 

John Feather, History of British Publishing . 

Marjorie Ferguson, Forever Feminine . 

Kate Flint, The Woman Reader 1836 - 1914. 

Michael Harris and Aslan Lee (eds), The Press in English Society from the Seventeenth to 
Nineteenth Centuries . 

Stanley Harrison, Poor Men’s Guardians . 

Mark Hollingsworth, Press and Political Dissent . 

P. Hollis, The Pauper Press. 

Louis James, Print and People . 

Philip Knightly, The First Casualty . 

Stephen Koss, The Rise and Fall of the Political Press . Vols 1 and 2. 

A.J. Lee, The Origins of the Popular Press . 
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Angela McRobbie, ‘More! New Sexualities in Girls and Womens Magazines’ in J. Curran, D. 
Morley and V. Walkerdine (eds) Communications and Cultural Studies. 

R. Negrine, The Press and the Suez Crisis : A Myth Re-examined’, Historical Journal . 25, 4, 
1982. 

A.C.H. Smith, Paper Voices ( not in library ). 

S. J. Taylor, The Great Outsiders : Northcliffe. Rothermore and the Daily Mail . 

Jeremy Tunstall, Newspaper Power . 

T. A. Van Dijk, Racism and the Press. 

J. Weiner (ed), Millions for Sale . 

Cynthia White, Women’s Magazines 1963 - 1968. 

Janice Winship, Inside Women’s Magazines . 

Ken Worpole, Dockers and Detectives . 


5. General History 

Asa Briggs, Age of Improvement . 

Linda Colley, Britons : Forging the Nation 1707 - 1837. 

Martin Daunton, Progress and Poverty : An Economic and Social History of Britain 1700 - 
1850. 

* Eric Evans, The Forging of the Modern State 1783 - 1870 . 2nd Edition. 

E.J. Feuchtwanger, Democracy and Empire . 

Eric Hobsbawn, Industry and Empire . 

Arthur Marwick, The Explosion of English Society 1914 - 70 . 

M. Pearce and G. Stewart, British Political History. 1867 - 1990. 

H. Perkin, Origins of Modern English Society . 

H. Perkin, The Rise of Professional Society . 

Donald Read, England 1868 - 1914 . 

*Keith Robbins, The Eclipse of a Great Power. 1870 - 1992. 

E. Royle, Modern Britain 1750 - 1985 . 

J. Stevenson, British Society 1914 - 45 . 

F. M.L. Thompson, The Rise of Respectable Society. 1830 - 1900 . 


6. Media Politics. 

M. Barker & J.Petley (eds), III Effects. 

E.M. Barendt, Broadcasting Law . 

Richard Collins and Christina Murroni, New Media and New Policies. 

Richard Collins, Television : Policy and Culture. 

A. Graham & G. Davies, Broadcasting Society and Policy in the Multimedia Age . 

S. Hood and G. O’Leary, Questions of Broadcasting. 

Graham Murdock, ‘Citizens, Consumers and Public Culture’ in K. Schroder. Media Cultures 
Political Quarterly . ( Special issue - Future of the BBC ), 65, 1, 1994 
Geoffrey Robertson and Andrew Nicol, Media Law . 3rd Edition. 

C. Veljanovski (ed) Freedom in Broadcasting. 

Granville Williams, Britain’s Media . 2nd Edition. 

NOTE : The main journals in the field are the Historical Journal of Film. Radio and Television 
and Studies in Newspaper and Periodical History , ( formerly Journal of Newspaper and 
Periodical History ). 
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